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walton gas
NEED NATURAL GAS SERVICE?
770.GAS.HEAT or waltongas.com

emc security
NEED SECURITY SERVICE?
770.963.0305 or 
emcsecurity.com

unclaimed funds
Scan the QR code

waltonemc.com

REALITE JUNE 2026 VOLUME 76, NO. 6

quick guide
IF YOUR POWER IS OUT
770.267.2505
waltonemc.com > Report an Outage

WHEN WE’RE AVAILABLE
Power Outages and Emergencies > 24/7
Contact Center > M–F, 7A–7P
Business Offices > M–F, 8A–5P

GET THE REALITE ONLINE
Step 1  Point your phone 
camera at the QR code. 
Step 2  Tap the screen to access
Walton EMC news online.

find us
Monroe  842 US Hwy. 78
Snellville  3645 Lenora Church Rd.
Watkinsville  2061-D Hog Mountain Rd.

Web  waltonemc.com
Facebook  facebook.com/waltonemc
Youtube  youtube.com/emctv

our leaders
President and CEO  Ron Marshall
Senior VP Corporate Services  Russell DeLong
Senior VP Walton Energy and External Affairs
Jim Bottone 
Senior VP Engineering and Operations
Tim Morris
VP Power Supply  Hudson Kingery
VP Finance  Darlene Butler
Board Chair  Michael Lowder
Board Vice Chair  Jason Sidwell
Board Secretary/Treasurer  Stan Pitts
Board Members  Tommy Adcock, Billy Ray Allen, Dan 
Chelko, Wayne Lester, Sam Simonton, Dawn Taylor
Public Relations  Savannah Chandler, 
Morgan Barfield

©2026 Walton EMC is a customer-owned power company. 
That means our cooperative focuses on service, not profit. 
We serve more than 145,000+ accounts in Athens-Clarke, 
Barrow, DeKalb, Greene, Gwinnett, Morgan, Newton, Oconee, 
Rockdale and Walton Counties. 

Our subsidiaries supply natural gas and security services.

1936–2026

COVER PHOTO:
Walton EMC's Amy Clark hands a bucket to members at last year's Annual Meeting. Since shifting to a drive-through 
format in 2020, the event has drawn record-breaking crowds — including 2,430 attendees in 2025.

A bedrock of cooperatives is the annual 
members’ meeting. This event gives 
members the opportunity to elect a board 
of directors from among themselves. 
These directors oversee the operation of 
the business and look out for the best 
interests of their fellow members.

A longstanding annual meeting 
favorite is the member bucket, 
which includes light bulbs and 
other assorted goodies.

ANNUAL MEETING

JULY 1999

The annual meetings during the first few decades of the 
cooperative were multi-day events and included church choir 
competitions, beauty pageants and talent contests. Pictured 
here are winners of the talent contest from 1958.

JULY 1958

The first Walton EMC annual meetings were 
held at the old Monroe High School on Bold 
Springs Avenue and continued there until the 
mid-1950s. This shot from 1951 showed that it 
was a dressy occasion with more than 2,000 
members in attendance. Over the years, 
prominent speakers addressed the annual 
meeting crowd on a variety of timely topics.

APRIL 1951

The meeting moved to the American Legion 
Shed in Monroe on Alcovy Street in the 
mid-1950s and stayed there until 1996. 
Besides the business session and director 
election, members enjoyed entertainment and 
prize drawings.

JULY 1959

Growth necessitated moving the meeting to the Walton County Agricultural 
Education Center on Criswell Road in 1996. The roomy facility allowed the 
cooperative to expand member seating, parking, children’s activities, 
vendor exhibits and the health fair. It also made audio-visual presentations 
possible during the business meeting which enhanced members’ 
participation and experience.

JULY 2001

DECADES OF INNOVATION: A LOOK BACK AT THE
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ELECTRIC RATE SURVEY
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$226.10
$295.07

$365.47

Every June, we gather and present financial 
information about your cooperative. We encourage 
customer-owners to review the details and statistics 
regarding the performance of Walton EMC in 2025. 

As a member of Walton EMC, you’re also an owner. One benefit of ownership in a not-for-profit cooperative is sharing funds remaining after 
expenses are paid and reserves are met. 
The co-op’s directors assess the financial condition of the co-op to determine when and what amount of leftover funds, called capital credits, can 
be returned to members after reserves are set aside for capital improvements and emergencies. Every Walton EMC customer-owner has a capital 
credit account and receives a refund based on the amount of electricity they use.

Twice yearly, the Georgia Public Service Commission conducts a rate survey 
with all 94 of the state’s electric utilities. The level of use for this comparison 
is 2,000 kilowatt-hours per month.

$163M
$11,000,000
All-Time Total

ANNUAL
2025

2025 CAPITAL CREDITS

WALTON EMC

GA POWER

HIGHEST UTILITY

$0 $100 $200 $400$300

$288.40
$410.88
$410.88

$400

$500

Capital Credits Returned 

AVERAGE KWH PER MONTH

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1800

1970
1980

1990
2000

2010
2024

2025

1200

1400

1600

2000

2200

2400

2600

2,
51

5

$0

RESIDENTIAL/FARM BILL
AVERAGE MONTHLY 

$40

$20

$60

$80

$100

$120

$140

$160

$180

1970
1980

1990
2000

2010
2024

2025

$0

$1
57

.14

1970
1980

1990
2000

2010
2024

10k

20k

30k

40k

50k

90k

100k

60k

70k

80k

110k

120k

130k

AVERAGE NUMBER OF MEMBERS

140k

160k

2025

14
4,1

52

0

6.8% Operations &
Maintenance

82.6% Cost of 
Purchased Power

1.9% Interest Expense

Depreciation &
Amortization Expense4.0%
Administrative & 
General Expense2.8%

Consumer Accounts, 
Service & Sales1.9%

This is how we spend the money we receive. Most is used to 
buy power and operate the co-op. Less than 10% is spent on 
administration.

HOW ELECTRIC REVENUE WAS USED

40%
Commercial
& Industrial

This shows how our revenue is 
divided based on residential and 
commercial accounts.
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Tommy Adcock
District 6
Good Hope

BOARD OF DIRECTORS & CEO

Ron Marshall
CEO

Dan Chelko
District 11
Southwest Walton

Wayne Lester
District 4
Eastville

Billy Ray Allen
District 7 
Mountain Park

Sam Simonton
District 8
Bold Springs-Gratis

Stan Pitts
District 10
Centerville-South
Snellville

Michael Lowder
District 3
Farmington

Jason Sidwell
District 2
Rutledge-Bostwick-
Apalachee

Vice ChairChair

Dawn Taylor
District 9
Five Forks-North 
Snellville

Secretary/
Treasurer
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Does Walton EMC owe you money? Find 
out with the co-op’s Unclaimed Funds 
search feature at waltonemc.com where we 
list the names of those who have unclaimed 
capital credits, memberships or deposits. 

FIND IT FAST!
• Visit waltonemc.com > My Account > 

Unclaimed Funds. 

• Enter your first and last name. 

• If your name is listed, follow the 
instructions provided to contact 
Walton EMC and claim your money.

Have a question? Call us at 770-267-2505, 
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

See if we owe you a refund 
at waltonemc.com
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SOURCES
2025

ELECTRIC
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2025

Cash 
back from 
the co-op?

Safety 
Every Day
Although June is designated as National 
Safety Month, we think about safety every 
day at Walton EMC.

Safety is ingrained in our culture and is at 
the forefront of everything we do. Review 
these important safety reminders that 
save time, money and lives:

• Never approach or touch a downed 
power line.

• Don’t let children play on or around 
underground transformers.

• Stay back from Walton EMC crews
at work.

• Call us immediately if you see a power 
line on the ground.

• Keep all objects away from power lines, 
including ladders and kites.

• Call 811 before digging.

JUNE IS 
NATIONAL 
SAFETY 

MONTH

https://www.waltonemc.com/my-account/unclaimed-funds/

